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Embracing eccentricity

Maybe, some deay, Michele Mollen will gt to one of her

And then agaln, maybe not, because this ane-tme art
history student hasldnd of a dooag

“T thirtk it was in 1987 that I came across New Maxico
and wesdriving across thestate throngh places s Vaugh,
and you could deive ke 90 miles and ot see anvone, ™ Mul-
len recalls of that long ago, lonely drive. "And then [studied
Georgla O'Kesfleand had thisideathat Dwould come to the
desart, become an solated ofd kady, paint and wear black."

Mullen did indeed come te the desert, tat she 15 far fiom
belng an estrangsd, eocentric artiste, Meaybe that's becames
she’s oo bosy running Mullen Heber Architects Ine, with
her husband, Doug Heller

The two started the small Albuquerqoe Brm in 2001 and
are also busy rasing a 3-year-old daughter

They don't ever went the firm to grow larger than 10 or
15 peaple because they like belng architects and not people
nranagers. Amd Mullen berselfl 0t a fan of the corporate

After graduating from the University of Nebraska in
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“It was in Dalles that I dechded that T dldn’twant to be part

af thi corporate world," she saye. “Tt wes a 100-plas per-

so firm, and [ sawe that as you gotolder, you woald get into
instead of doing the art of architechire,

*I don't Hke & o€ of rules, and that's probehly where the
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Muolten mered to Albmquengoee in April 1992 and went
to work at the Holmes Sabatini architechorsl firm (now
Dielcher/Perich/Sabatind). Doug — then her bogflend — fol-
lowed her from Dalles, They were martled tn 1998,

Mullen Heller does 50 projacts a year — everything from
a 3,000 square-foot dentist office to the 26,000 square-foot
Farm Credit Bureau building — and counts Mark Pardo Sa-
Jons as a steady client, The frm also destgned the Anasaz
Downitowr: buibding.

?in;iil]lm]lhtmlhcm of d ME? thing.” she

't nipor of doing the same "8
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